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Abstract:

This study examined the causes and contexts of the rising and the
declining of the International Solidarity Movement with the Palestinian
People, based on the hypothesis that the emergence of the movement
at the beginning of the 20™ century, reflected and interacted with the
Palestinian Struggle in the context of globalization. Where its retraction
reflected the decline in the Palestinian Popular Struggle and the
institutional weaknesses inherent in the transnational movements in the

era of Globalization.

The Study is based on personal interviews, with activists in the
movement or in the field and with political and national figures close to
the popular activity on the ground, as well as presenting and analyzing
documents and diaries that were written by the activists. The study also
presented a chronological tracking of the history of the ISM and the

changes that affected it. While theoretically, the study examined the



history of transnational movements, its main principles, tools, and factors

that influenced them throughout history.

The study entailed four chapters; the first one presented the
theoretical framework of the transitional movements, of which the
International Solidarity Movement is part of, in terms of its history,
philosophy, and its importance among international actors. The second
chapter was a historical trace of the international solidarity frameworks
with the Palestinian cause through three broad phases, the international
solidarity with the Palestinians during the armed struggle of the 1960s.
Then from the first Intifada at the end of the 1980s until signing the Oslo
accords mid-1990s, and finally the third phase that began from the
Second Intifada until now. The third chapter focused on the ISM itself; its
structure, tools, principles, and its differentiations from solidarity
movements in terms of memberships, decision—making mechanism and
the Palestinian element within it. In the fourth and last chapter, main and

secondary reasons that led to the decline of the movements were



presented, and then a general assessment of the movement’s current

position and its prospects in the future.

The Study concluded that the fall back of the ISM overshadowed
all its remarkable achievements during the period of its glow, and this is
what the study tried to make clear, the achievements first and then the
reasons of fall back. It was clear that the most important impact on the
movements is the absence a “spinal cord” that supports everyone, along
with less Palestinian participation in the movement and major internal
schisms. In addition, of course, without losing sight of the impact of Israeli
policies against international activists. With all limpness in the
movements, still, it can awaken its cells under one condition, that to keep
a fine line with the Palestinians and the outside world to remain in the
memory of everyone. Theoretically, the study concluded that transitional
movements are existing international actors even if they are not in their
traditional form, but their impact is clear and governed by international

politics.
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